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 “Jesus Wept.”  John 11:35 

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE
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Si ha sido víctima de errores 
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MA SMP para obtener 
asistencia gratuita y 
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Medicare Questions?

SHINE counselors can help!
617-522-9270

Open Enrollment is October 15th to December 7th 
www.ethocare.org/services/shine

Are you turning 65 and need 
to enroll soon? 

Do you understand your Medicare 
deadlines and options? 

Are you having trouble paying for 
medical expenses and prescription drugs? 
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Journey Home from a Far Country

Our scriptural texts today remind us about how humans are prone to sin 
and how desperately we need the mercy of God on the one hand, and on the 
other hand, how God is ever ready to lavish mercy upon us. After all, God 
did so for the Israelites in Egypt when their thanksgiving to him was to 
fashion a golden image for themselves as their god. However, He relented 
upon the intercession of Moses on their behalf. King David, a man after 
God's own heart, derailed big time! But he pleaded (Psalm 51), and he was 
pardoned. We see in these instances the beauty inherent in repentance—
the journey home to the Father after a change of mind.

It is always a pleasure to know that the Father's embrace is available for all 
who come back home after living in a far country of sin. The parable of the 
prodigal son brings this out beautifully.

Enjoying the warmth of the Father's embrace requires some actions from 
us. The willingness to constantly be in His embrace and, if, for some reason, 
we stray, the readiness to return to it. A constant re lection on ourselves is 
a great help towards ascertaining our state of life at a given moment in or-
der to undergo transformation and become fully alive. John White but-
tressed this thus:

"Coming to ourselves, aligning ourselves with the moral structure of the 
universe, facing up to reality is always, in essence, going back to God-
whether we call it that or not for his were the hands that shaped us in our 
mothers’ wombs. Returning to him, for the irst time or the iftieth, can be 
hard, but there is no other way to a profound and positive change or char-
acter." (John White: Changing on the Inside. 1991).

Pride is an obstacle that sometimes prevents this all-important journey to 
freedom. The word sorry is simple, but it can be dif icult to say. Upon real-
izing how far he was from freedom, the Prodigal son said to himself, I must 
leave this place and go to my Father. That bold but humble step of return 
earned him full restoration of his sonship and brought him back to life.

There is always rejoicing in heaven when a sinner repents. The journey 
home is always a reason for celebration here on earth and in heaven. 
Therefore let us not be tired of journeying to and remaining in Father's 
embrace and doing all we can to promote the constant return of our breth-
ren to the Father from far away countries. 

SSchedulee 

Sunday Masses:  
Saturday Vigil 4:00PM, 
5:30 PM, (en español)

Sun. 8 AM, 9:15AM, 10:30AM, 11:45AM, 
1:15 PM (en español), 4:00PM, 5:30PM

Weekday Masses:  
Mon.—Fri. 8:00AM, 12:05PM, 4:45PM

Saturday 9:00AM, 12PM   

Confessions:  
Mon.—Fri. 11:15 -11:50AM, 12:45-4:15PM
Saturday 9:30 - 11:45 AM, 12:45-3:30PM

Devo ons:  
Tuesday a er Mass: Our Lady

Wednesday a er Mass: St. Joseph
Thursday a er Mass: St. Jude

Exposi on of the Blessed Sacrament:  
Mon.—Fri. 8:30-11:50AM, 12:30-4:30PM; 

Sat. 9:30-11:30AM, 12:30-3:30PM; 
Sunday 2:30-3:30PM

Gi  Shop Hours:  
Monday—Friday 10:00AM - 5:30PM*;  

Saturday 9:30AM - 6:30PM*; 
Sunday 8:45AM - 6:30PM*  

(*Closed during Masses)

 
Contactt Uss 

St. Francis Chapel
800 Boylston St., Boston MA 02199

617-437-7117
s rancis@omvusa.org

s rancischapel.org

s rancischapelSFChapel

CHAPEL STAFF: 

Fr. Isaac Abu, OMV
Fr. James Doran, OMV
Fr. Michael Warren, OMV

Sundays:
Fr. James Walther, OMV
Fr. Sean Morris, OMV

Pastoral Associate:
Isabelle Maria, CFP, CKA

Music: Steven Angelucci -   
Director,
Saul Garcia, Cesar Garcia, 
Stacey Ibe

Cleaning of Chapel 
Environment: Nubia Viasus

The Pope’s Prayer Intention 
for September:

We pray that the death penalty, 
which a acks the dignity of the hu-
man person, may be legally abol-
ished in every country. 

Re lection by Fr. Isaac Abu, OMV
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Sunday, Sept. 11 
 

8:00 AM +Brian Holt 
9:15 AM Holy Souls 
10:30 AM James M. Hornsby 
11:45 AM +Frani O’Brien 
1:15 PM +Ramon Sterling 
4:00 PM Special Intention 
5:30 PM +Edgar & +Odilla Castillo 
 
Monday, Sept. 12 
 

8:00 AM +Mary O’Connor 
12:05 PM +John Flavin 
4:45 PM Jian Chen 
  
Tuesday, Sept. 13 
 

8:00 AM +Gloria Cammarata 
12:05 PM Holy Souls 
4:45 PM Special Intention 
 
Wednesday, Sept. 14 
 

8:00 AM Thomas Decrescenzo 
12:05 PM Eunice Hornsby 
4:45 PM In honor of St. Raphael 
 
Thursday, Sept. 15 
 

8:00 AM Special Intention 
12:05 PM Special Intention 
4:45 PM +Lygia Castano 
  
Friday, Sept. 16 
 

8:00 AM Holy Souls 
12:05 PM Special Intention 
4:45 PM Malcolm Hornsby 
 
Saturday, Sept. 17 
 

9:00 AM Special Intention 
12:00 PM Brian Hornsby 
4:00 PM Rice-Osterman Family Inten-
tions 
5:30 PM +Ligia Posada 

My God, I offer you this holy sac-
ri ice to proclaim, honor and glo-
rify your in inite greatness, and 
in recognition of the supreme 
dominion which, as the irst 
principle and last end, you have 
above all created things. I give 
you this homage for all those 
who still do not know you or do 
not want to recognize you. 
 
I offer this too in thanksgiving 
for the bene its that I and all the 
world have received and will re-
ceive from your in inite good-
ness; in satisfaction for my sins 
and those of the whole world; to 
implore the graces that are nec-
essary for my eternal salvation 
and for all mankind. Oh, my God, 
I offer to you the merits of Jesus 
Christ; grant me at this Holy 
Mass a profound adoration of 
him. 
 
My God, my Creator, I implore 
you to grant me the grace of inal 
perseverance. I know by faith 
that I do not deserve it, nor can I 
deserve it, but your Divine Son 
deserves it for me with all his 
virtues and with all the wounds 
he shows you in his Most Holy 
Body, on behalf of  my wounded 
love. Amen. 

Prayer Before Mass 
 
 
 
 
 
by Ven. Bruno Lanteri 
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“Project Rachel led me to a place of forgiveness and mercy. During the re-
treat, I realized the lasting impact of forgiveness. I knew God had forgiven 
me, and now I needed to forgive myself.”– A Project Rachel retreat partici-
pant. The Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends a 
special invitation to women suffering from the pain of a past abortion to 
attend a “Come to the Waters of Healing” one-day retreat. Locations are 
con idential. Limited to ten participants per retreat. For more information, 
contact Project Rachel at 508.651.3100 or help@projectrachelboston.com. 

mailto:help@projectrachelboston.com
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30 Days with Mary: 

Our Lady Around the World 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 14—September 12 

We will pray to Our Lady after the Masses at the Chapel each day 
from August 14 through September 12. Each day’s prayer will be 
dedicated to Our Lady under a unique cultural title. We will celebrate 
Our Lady as she is known and loved in the various cultures of the 
world. Booklets can be found in the vestibule of the Chapel. A digital 
version can be found on our website: omvusa.org/st-francis-chapel 


