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Jesus’ parabolic discourse groups together seven parables in the 13th 
chapter of the Gospel of Matthew, and concludes with today’s three parallel 
stories: the hidden treasure (v. 44), the ine pearl (vv. 45-46) and the ishing 
net (vv. 47-48). I will pause on the irst two which highlight the protagonists’ 
decision to sell everything in order to acquire what they have found. The irst 
case has to do with a farmer who casually happens upon a hidden treasure in 
the ield he is working. As the ield is not his property, he must purchase it in 
order to take possession of the treasure: he therefore decides to risk all his 
possessions so as not to lose that truly exceptional opportunity. In the second 
case, there is a merchant of precious pearls; as an expert, he has spied a pearl 
of great value. He too decides to wager everything on that pearl, to the point 
of selling all the others.

These parallel stories highlight two characteristics regarding possession of 
the Kingdom of God: searching and sacri ice. It is true that the Kingdom of 
God is offered to all — it is a gift, it is a present, it is a grace — but it does not 
come on a silver platter: it requires dynamism; it is about searching, 
journeying, working hard. The attitude of searching is the essential condition 
for inding. The heart must burn with the desire to reach the valuable good, 
that is, the Kingdom of God which is made present in the person of Jesus. He is 
the hidden treasure; he is the pearl of great value. He is the fundamental 
discovery who can make a decisive change in our lives, illing it with meaning.

Faced with the unexpected discovery, both the farmer and the merchant 
realize that they are facing a unique opportunity which should not be 
missed; hence, they sell all that they own. Assessing the inestimable value 
of the treasure leads to a decision that also implies sacri ice, detachment 
and renunciation. When the treasure and the pearl are discovered, that is, 
when we have found the Lord, we must not let this discovery become barren, 
but rather sacri ice everything else in order to acquire it. It is not a question 
of disdaining the rest but of subordinating them to Jesus, putting him in irst 
place; grace in irst place. The disciple of Christ is not one who has deprived 
himself of something essential; he is one who has found much more: he has 
found the complete joy that only the Lord can give. It is the evangelical joy of 
the sick who have been healed; of the pardoned sinners, of the thief for whom 
the doors of heaven open.

Today we are called to contemplate the joy of the farmer and the merchant 
in the parables. It is the joy of each of us when we discover the closeness 
and the comforting presence of Jesus in our lives. A presence which 
transforms the heart and opens us to the needs and the welcoming of our 
brothers, especially the weakest.

SSchedulee 

Sunday Masses:  
Saturday Vigil 4:00PM, 
5:30 PM, (en español)

Sun. 8 AM, 9:15AM, 10:30AM, 11:45AM, 
1:15 PM (en español), 4:00PM, 5:30PM

Weekday Masses:  
Mon.—Fri. 8:00AM, 12:05PM, 4:45PM

Saturday 9:00AM, 12PM   

Confessions:  
Mon.—Fri. 8:30 -11:50AM, 12:30-4:40PM

Saturday 9:30 - 11:45 AM, 12:30-3:30PM

Devo ons:  
Tuesday a er Mass: Our Lady

Wednesday a er Mass: St. Joseph
Thursday a er Mass: St. Jude

Exposi on of the Blessed Sacrament:  
Mon.—Fri. 8:30-11:50AM, 12:30-4:30PM; 

Sat. 9:30-11:30AM, 12:30-3:30PM; 
Sunday 2:30-3:30PM

Gi  Shop Hours:  
Monday—Friday 10:00AM - 4:30PM*;  

Saturday 9:30AM - 6:00PM*; 
Sunday 8:45AM - 6:00PM*  

(*Closed during Masses)

 
Contactt Uss 

St. Francis Chapel
800 Boylston St., Boston MA 02199

617-437-7117
s rancis@omvusa.org

omvusa/st-francis-chapel.org

s rancischapelSFChapel

CHAPEL STAFF: 

Fr. Isaac Abu, OMV
Fr. Victor Nwabueze, OMV
Fr. Michael Warren, OMV

Sundays:
Fr. James Walther, OMV
Fr. Sean Morris, OMV

Music: Saul Garcia, Cesar Gar-
cia, Stacey Ibe

Cleaning of Chapel 
Environment: Nubia Viasus

The Pope’s Prayer Intention 
for August:

We pray the World Youth Day in  
Lisbon will help young people to live 
and witness the Gospel in their own 
lives. 

Re lection by Pope Francis
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Sunday, July 30 
 

8:00 AM +Luigi Della Peruta—birthday 
9:15 AM +Joseph & +Forence Demaina 
10:30 AM +Juana Monzon 
11:45 AM +Hector Polancon 
1:15 PM Maria Gomez 
4:00 PM +Patricia Foley 
5:30 PM Ruo Chen 
 

Monday, July 31 
 

8:00 AM +Ron Lesniak 
12:05 PM +Ann Duffey Phelan 
4:45 PM +Isabel Monzon 
 
 Tuesday, August 1 
 

8:00 AM Luisa Andonie 
12:05 PM +Larry Macabe 
4:45 PM Ruo Chen—blessings 
 

Wednesday, August 2 
 

8:00 AM +Paci ico Lagade 
12:05 PM Antonio Ruiz & Mendoza-
Perez Family 
4:45 PM In honor of St. Joseph 
 

Thursday, August 3 
 

8:00 AM O’Dwyer Family 
12:05 PM +Sandra Trozzi 
4:45 PM +Paul Galvin 
  

Friday, August 4 
 

8:00 AM Holy Souls in Purgatory 
12:05 PM +Consuelo Monzon 
4:45 PM +Terry Murray 
 

Saturday, August 5 
 

9:00 AM Andrew Pagliccia 
12:00 PM +ercilia Nunez & +Leoncio 
Huaman 
4:00 PM +Tu Kun-Men 
5:30 PM Accion de gracias 
 

My God, I offer you this holy sac-
ri ice to proclaim, honor and glo-
rify your in inite greatness, and 
in recognition of the supreme 
dominion which, as the irst 
principle and last end, you have 
above all created things. I give 
you this homage for all those 
who still do not know you or do 
not want to recognize you. 
 
I offer this too in thanksgiving 
for the bene its that I and all the 
world have received and will re-
ceive from your in inite good-
ness; in satisfaction for my sins 
and those of the whole world; to 
implore the graces that are nec-
essary for my eternal salvation 
and for all mankind. Oh, my God, 
I offer to you the merits of Jesus 
Christ; grant me at this Holy 
Mass a profound adoration of 
him. 
 
My God, my Creator, I implore 
you to grant me the grace of inal 
perseverance. I know by faith 
that I do not deserve it, nor can I 
deserve it, but your Divine Son 
deserves it for me with all his 
virtues and with all the wounds 
he shows you in his Most Holy 
Body, on behalf of  my wounded 
love. Amen. 

Prayer Before Mass 
 
 
 
 
 
by Ven. Bruno Lanteri 
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Will You Be 
There? 

 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN FOR THE 10TH 
NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 

Join your Catholic brothers and sisters as we en-
counter the living Jesus Christ, experience profound 
renewal, and are sent out on mission for the life of 
the world.  https://www.eucharisticcongress.org/ 
 
 

EYES OPENED, Hearts on 
Fire 
At the National Eucharistic Congress, the Church will draw into a 
deeper intimacy with our Eucharistic Lord, allowing our eyes to be 
opened and our hearts to be set on fire with his love. 
 
The whole Congress will be an experience of prayer: a liturgical 
act offering the Catholic Church—those in attendance in Indianap-
olis as well as across the country—to the Father, through the Son, 
and in the Holy Spirit. This reconsecration will result in a massive 
outpouring of grace and renewed missionary sending as partici-
pants are moved to share the Eucharistic love of the Lord “for the 
life of the world” (John 6:51). 
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 Star of the Sea, do not let us be shipwrecked in the tempest of war. 
Ark of the New Covenant, inspire projects and paths of reconciliation. 
Queen of Heaven, restore God’s peace to the world. 
Eliminate hatred and the thirst for revenge, and teach us forgiveness. 
Free us from war, protect our world from the menace of nuclear weapons. 
Queen of the Rosary, make us realize our need to pray and to love. 
Queen of the Human Family, show people the path of fraternity. 
Queen of Peace, obtain peace for our world. 
 O Mother, may your sorrowful plea stir our hardened hearts.  May 
the tears you shed for us make this valley parched by our hatred blossom 
anew.  Amid the thunder of weapons, may your prayer turn our thoughts to 
peace.  May your maternal touch soothe those who suffer and lee from the 
rain of bombs.  May your motherly embrace comfort those forced to leave 
their homes and their native land.  May your Sorrowful Heart move us to 
compassion and inspire us to open our doors and to care for our brothers 
and sisters who are injured and cast aside. 
 Holy Mother of God, as you stood beneath the cross, Jesus, seeing 
the disciple at your side, said: “Behold your son” (Jn 19:26).  In this way he 
entrusted each of us to you.  To the disciple, and to each of us, he said: “Behold, your Mother” (v. 27).  Mother Mary, we now desire to welcome 
you into our lives and our history.  At this hour, a weary and distraught hu-
manity stands with you beneath the cross, needing to entrust itself to you 
and, through you, to consecrate itself to Christ.  The people of Ukraine and 
Russia, who venerate you with great love, now turn to you, even as your 
heart beats with compassion for them and for all those peoples decimated 
by war, hunger, injustice and poverty. 
 Therefore, Mother of God and our Mother, to your Immaculate 
Heart we solemnly entrust and consecrate ourselves, the Church and all 
humanity, especially Russia and Ukraine.  Accept this act that we carry out 
with con idence and love.  Grant that war may end and peace spread 
throughout the world.  The “Fiat” that arose from your heart opened the 
doors of history to the Prince of Peace.  We trust that, through your heart, 
peace will dawn once more.  To you we consecrate the future of the whole 
human family, the needs and expectations of every people, the anxieties 
and hopes of the world. 
 Through your intercession, may God’s mercy be poured out on the 
earth and the gentle rhythm of peace return to mark our days.  Our Lady of 
the “Fiat”, on whom the Holy Spirit descended, restore among us the har-
mony that comes from God.  May you, our “living fountain of hope”, water 
the dryness of our hearts.  In your womb Jesus took lesh; help us to foster 
the growth of communion.  You once trod the streets of our world; lead us 
now on the paths of peace.  Amen. 

Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
 
 O Mary, Mother of God and our Mother, in this time of trial we turn 
to you.  As our Mother, you love us and know us: no concern of our hearts is 
hidden from you.  Mother of mercy, how often we have experienced your 
watchful care and your peaceful presence!  You never cease to guide us to 
Jesus, the Prince of Peace. 
 Yet we have strayed from that path of peace.  We have forgotten the 
lesson learned from the tragedies of the last century, the sacri ice of the 
millions who fell in two world wars.  We have disregarded the commit-
ments we made as a community of nations.  We have betrayed peoples’ 
dreams of peace and the hopes of the young.  We grew sick with greed, we 
thought only of our own nations and their interests, we grew indifferent 
and caught up in our sel ish needs and concerns.  We chose to ignore God, 
to be satis ied with our illusions, to grow arrogant and aggressive, to sup-
press innocent lives and to stockpile weapons.  We stopped being our 
neighbour’s keepers and stewards of our common home.  We have ravaged 
the garden of the earth with war and by our sins we have broken the heart 
of our heavenly Father, who desires us to be brothers and sisters.  We grew 
indifferent to everyone and everything except ourselves.  Now with shame 
we cry out: Forgive us, Lord! 
 Holy Mother, amid the misery of our sinfulness, amid our struggles 
and weaknesses, amid the mystery of iniquity that is evil and war, you re-
mind us that God never abandons us, but continues to look upon us with 
love, ever ready to forgive us and raise us up to new life.  He has given you 
to us and made your Immaculate Heart a refuge for the Church and for all 
humanity.  By God’s gracious will, you are ever with us; even in the most 
troubled moments of our history, you are there to guide us with tender 
love. 
 We now turn to you and knock at the door of your heart.  We are 
your beloved children.  In every age you make yourself known to us, calling 
us to conversion.  At this dark hour, help us and grant us your comfort.  Say 
to us once more: “Am I not here, I who am your Mother?”  You are able to 
untie the knots of our hearts and of our times.  In you we place our 
trust.  We are con ident that, especially in moments of trial, you will not be 
deaf to our supplication and will come to our aid. 
 That is what you did at Cana in Galilee, when you interceded with 
Jesus and he worked the irst of his signs.  To preserve the joy of the wed-
ding feast, you said to him: “They have no wine” (Jn 2:3).  Now, O Mother, 
repeat those words and that prayer, for in our own day we have run out of 
the wine of hope, joy has led, fraternity has faded.  We have forgotten our 
humanity and squandered the gift of peace.  We opened our hearts to vio-
lence and destructiveness.  How greatly we need your maternal help! 


