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Twenty-sixth Sunday




CHAPEL STAFF: SCHEDULE

Sunday Masses:
Saturday Vigil 4:00PM,

5:30 PM, (en espaiiol)

Sun. 8 AM, 9:15AM, 10:30AM, 11:45AM,
1:15 PM (en espaiiol), 4:00PM, 5:30PM

Fr. Isaac Abu, OMV

Fr. Victor Nwabueze, OMV
Fr. Michael Warren, OMV
Fr. John Wykes, OMV

Weekday Masses:
Mon.—Fri. 8:00AM, 12:05PM, 4:45PM
Saturday 9:00AM, 12PM

Sundays:
Fr. James Walther, OMV

Fr. Sean Morris, OMV .
Confessions:

. : Mon.—Fri.8:30 -11:50AM, 12:30-4:40PM
VUL TR REE G EOEEE CE e saturday 9:30 - 11:45 AM, 12:30-3:30PM
cia, :
Devotions:
Tuesday after Mass: Our Lady
Wednesday after Mass: St. Joseph
Thursday after Mass: St. Jude

Cleaning of Chapel
Environment: Nubia Viasus

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:
Mon.—Fri. 8:30-11:50AM, 12:30-4:30PM;
Sat. 9:30-11:30AM, 12:30-3:30PM;
Sunday 2:30-3:30PM

Gift Shop Hours:
Monday—Friday 10:00AM - 4:30PM*;
Saturday 9:30AM - 6:00PM*;
Sunday 8:45AM - 6:00PM*
(*Closed during Masses)

The Pope’s Prayer Intention
for October:

We pray for the Church, that she
may adopt listening and dialogue as
a lifestyle at every level, and allow
herself to be guided by the Holy Spir-
it towards the peripheries of the
world. CONTACT Us

St. Francis Chapel
800 Boylston St., Boston MA 02199

617-437-7117
stfrancis@omvusa.org

o o SFChapel

stfrancischapel

omvusa/st-francis-chapel.org
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St. Therese of Lisieux. Public Domain.

Reflection by Pope Francis

The bond between the Annunciation and the “Gospel of Life” is
close and profound, as Saint John Paul emphasized in [Evangelium vitae].
Today we find ourselves reviving this teaching within the context of a pan-
demic that threatens human life and the world economy. It is a situation
that makes the words with which the Encyclical begins ever more demand-
ing. Here they are: “The Gospel of life is at the heart of Jesus’ message. Lov-
ingly received day after day by the Church, it is to be preached with daunt-
less fidelity as ‘good news’ to the people of every age and culture” (n. 1).

As with every proclamation of the Gospel, this too should firstly be
witnessed. And I think with gratitude of the silent witness of many people
who, in various ways, are doing everything they can in serving the sick, the
elderly and those who are alone and most destitute. They put into practice
the Gospel of Life, like Mary who, having accepted the Angel’s announce-
ment, went to help her cousin Elizabeth who was in need.

Indeed, the life that we are called to promote and defend is not an
abstract concept, but rather it is always manifested in a person in flesh and
blood: a baby who has just been conceived, a marginalized poor person, a
sick person who is disheartened or in a terminal ill state, one who has lost
their job or cannot find one, a rejected or marginalized migrant.... Life man-
ifests itself tangibly in people.

Each human being is called by God to enjoy the fullness of life; and,
is entrusted to the maternal care of the Church, every threat to human dig-
nity and life cannot but have an effect on her heart, on her maternal
‘womb’. To defend life is not an ideology for the Church. It is a reality; a hu-
man reality which involves all Christians, precisely because they are Chris-
tian and because they are human.

Unfortunately, attacks against people’s dignity and life still continue
in our epoch, which is the age of universal human rights. Indeed, we are
facing new threats and new forms of slavery, and laws do not always pro-
tect the weakest and most vulnerable human lives.

Dear brothers and sisters, every human life, unique and unrepeata-
ble, has value in and of itself; it is of inestimable value. This must always be
proclaimed anew with the courage of the Word and the courage of actions.
It calls us to solidarity and fraternal love for the great human family and for
each of its members.

Thus, with Saint John Paul I, who wrote this Encyclical Letter, I re-
affirm with renewed conviction the appeal he addressed to everyone 25
years ago: “respect, protect, love and serve life, every human life! Only in
this direction will you find justice, development, true freedom, peace and
happiness!” (Encyclical Letter, Evangelium Vitae, n. 5).

Copyright © Dicastero per la Comunicazione - Libreria Editrice Vaticana
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raclical
solidarity

to be courageously pro-woman,
promoting a choice that truly protects,
accompanies, and supports
women and their children

RESPECT LIFE &

In October, the Catholic Church in the United States cele-

brates Respect Life Month, and the first Sunday of October is desig-
nated as Respect Life Sunday. To support these annual observances,
the USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities provides materials to
help Catholics understand and value the gift of human life and help
build a culture that cherishes and protects it.

[Reprinted / Excerpted] with permission. Copyright © 2023, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops,

Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.

MaAss INTENTIONS THIS WEEK

Sunday, Oct. 1

8:00 AM +Peter Doran

9:15 AM +]ohn Frate

10:30 AM For the Chapel’s Benefactors and
Those Named on the Memorial Tree

11:45 AM Daniel De Barros

1:15 PM +Benigno Portillo Maldonado

4:00 PM +Edgar & Odilia Castillo

5:30 PM +Juan Gomez

Monday, Oct. 2

8:00 AM +Carol Sebergandio

12:05 PM Antonia Ruiz & Mandoza-Perez
Family

4:45 PM Guadalipe Torres—Thanksgiving

Tuesday, Oct. 3

8:00 AM Catherine Mary Darensbourg
12:05 PM +Molly Margaret Medinus

Benibo—1st anniversary
4:45 PM +Pauline Sullivan

Wednesday, Oct. 4

8:00 AM In Thanksgiving for St. Francis
12:05 PM Maryanne Goldberg—Healing
4:45 PM Pauline George and Family

Thursday, Oct. 5

8:00 AM In Honor of the Holy Angels
12:05 PM +Hubert & +Margaret McIntyre-

Wheatley
4:45 PM +William Morrissey

Friday, Oct. 6

8:00 AM Holy Souls in Purgatory

12:05 PM +Angela & +Elliott McIntyre-
Wheatley

4:45 PM +Maritoni Ortigas

Saturday, Oct. 7

9:00 AM In Thanksgiving for St. Melangell

12:00 PM +Ercilia Nufiez & +Leoncio
Huaman

4:00 PM Intentions of the Greeley Family

5:30 PM Accién de Gracias a San Judas Tadeo

My God, I offer you this holy sac-
rifice to proclaim, honor and glo-
rify your infinite greatness, and
in recognition of the supreme
dominion which, as the first
principle and last end, you have
above all created things. I give
you this homage for all those
who still do not know you or do
not want to recognize you.

[ offer this too in thanksgiving
for the benefits that I and all the
world have received and will re-
ceive from your infinite good-
ness; in satisfaction for my sins
and those of the whole world; to
implore the graces that are nec-
essary for my eternal salvation
and for all mankind. Oh, my God,
[ offer to you the merits of Jesus
Christ; grant me at this Holy
Mass a profound adoration of
him.

My God, my Creator, [ implore
you to grant me the grace of final
perseverance. [ know by faith
that I do not deserve it, nor can I
deserve it, but your Divine Son
deserves it for me with all his
virtues and with all the wounds
he shows you in his Most Holy
Body, on behalf of my wounded
love. Amen. 2



From The US Conference of Catholic Bishops

In the Gospel of John, shortly before he is to suffer his Passion, Jesus pro-
claims to his disciples: “I give you a new commandment: love one another.
As I have loved you, so you also should love one another” (Jn 13:34). And it
is love for one another that Jesus says will be the identifying characteristic
of his disciples.

The Church’s entire social doctrine is guided by the fundamental principle
that every human life has innate dignity and incomparable value: “Every
human being is the object of God’s infinite tenderness, and he himself is
present in their lives.” As disciples of Christ, we are called to make a sacrifi-
cial gift of ourselves for the sake of our neighbor, for “to love someone is to
desire that person’s good and to take effective steps to secure it.”

Fulfilling Christ’s command to love one another takes shape in our practice
of solidarity. Solidarity is the means by which we put our love for others
into action, making the good of others our own. Solidarity “is not a feeling
of vague compassion or shallow distress at the misfortunes of so many peo-
ple... On the contrary, it is a firm and persevering determination to commit
oneself to the common good...to the good of all and of each individual, be-
cause we are all really responsible for all.”

In reaction to the overturning of Roe v. Wade, some areas of the country
now protect the child in the womb, while others are doing all they can to
increase access to abortion. At this critical moment, we have been entrust-
ed with new opportunities and new responsibilities to build a civilization of
authentic love. Our culture claims to offer women so-called “choice,” but
ultimately abandons mothers to make tragic and painful decisions alone.
We must lead the way in showing the alternative: “In firmly rejecting ‘pro-
choice’ it is necessary to become courageously ‘pro woman,” promoting a
choice that is truly in favor of women. ... The only honest stance, in these
cases, is that of radical solidarity with the woman. It is not right to leave
her alone.”

Experience shows that when a mother is supported, “she is even capable of
heroism.” Radical solidarity compels us to come alongside vulnerable
mothers in profound friendship, compassion, and support for both them
and their preborn children. It requires us to address the fundamental chal-
lenges that lead an expectant mother to believe she is unable to welcome
the child God has entrusted to her. We must do all we can to provide moth-
ers, children, and families with the support they need to flourish. This can-
not be accomplished by laws or policy alone, but requires the continual
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transformation of S

our own hearts, rec- RESPECT LIFE

ognizing in every
person the face of

Christ, and placing
Radical solidarity ° o i l
e, solidarity

generosity. [t pre-

sumes the creation of a new mindset.” A culture of radical solidarity “gets
ticular gifts, role, and obligation within the Body of Christ to help build a
culture of life. We must honestly ask ourselves, “What radical, out-of-the-

their needs before P&

thing more than a

few sporadic acts of

involved by word and deed in people’s daily lives... and it embraces human
life, touching the suffering flesh of Christ in others.” We each have our par-
ordinary, actions have I taken to help a pregnant or parenting mother in
need, or to proactively contribute to a culture of life in some other way?”

Inspired by Christ’s own example of love, may we “enter fully into the fab-
ric of society, sharing the lives of all, listening to their concerns, helping
them materially and spiritually in their needs, rejoicing with those who re-
joice, weeping with those who weep.” May we work together to bring about
a culture of life through radical, sacrificial, Christ-like love.

To learn more about the call to radical solidarity—including ways that you
can help support pregnant and parenting women in your community—visit
respectlife.org/radical-solidarity.

Scripture texts in this work are taken from the New American Bible, revised
edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Wash-
ington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright owner. All rights re-
served. Used with permission. Excerpts from Evangelii gaudium (The Joy of
the Gospel), © 2013; Caritas in veritate (Charity in Truth), © 2009; and Sol-
licitudo rei socialis (On Social Concern), © 1987. Libreria Editrice Vaticana.
Used with permission. All rights reserved. Pope John Paul II. 2005. Crossing
the Threshold of Hope. Edited by Alfred A. Knopf. New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
Inc. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2023, United States Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.
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