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CHAPEL STAFF: SCHEDULE

Sunday Masses:
Saturday Vigil 4:00PM,

5:30 PM, (en espaiiol)

Sun. 8 AM, 9:15AM, 10:30AM, 11:45AM,
1:15 PM (en espaiiol), 4:00PM, 5:30PM

Fr. Isaac Abu, OMV

Fr. Victor Nwabueze, OMV
Fr. Michael Warren, OMV
Fr. John Wykes, OMV

Weekday Masses:
Mon.—Fri. 8:00AM, 12:05PM, 4:45PM
Saturday 9:00AM, 12PM

Sundays:
Fr. James Walther, OMV

Fr. Sean Morris, OMV .
Confessions:

. : Mon.—Fri.8:30 -11:50AM, 12:30-4:40PM
VLS TR REE O EOEEE CE e saturday 9:30 - 11:45 AM, 12:30-3:30PM
cia, :
Devotions:
Tuesday after Mass: Our Lady
Wednesday after Mass: St. Joseph
Thursday after Mass: St. Jude

Cleaning of Chapel
Environment: Nubia Viasus

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:
Mon.—Fri. 8:30-11:50AM, 12:30-4:30PM;
Sat. 9:30-11:30AM, 12:30-3:30PM;
Sunday 2:30-3:30PM

Gift Shop Hours:
Monday—Friday 10:00AM - 4:30PM*;
Saturday 9:30AM - 6:00PM*;
Sunday 8:45AM - 6:00PM*
(*Closed during Masses)

The Pope’s Prayer Intention
for October:

We pray for the Church, that she
may adopt listening and dialogue as
a lifestyle at every level, and allow
herself to be guided by the Holy Spir-
it towards the peripheries of the
world. CONTACT Us

St. Francis Chapel
800 Boylston St., Boston MA 02199

617-437-7117
stfrancis@omvusa.org

o o SFChapel

stfrancischapel

omvusa/st-francis-chapel.org
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Reflection by Pope Benedict XVI

After celebrating the Solemnity of All Saints... the Church invites us to commemo-
rate all the faithful departed, to turn our eyes to the many faces who have gone
before us and who have ended their earthly journey...

During these days we go to the cemetery to pray for the loved ones who have left
us, as it were paying a visit to show them, once more, our love, to feel them still
close, remembering also, an article of the Creed: in the communion of saints there
is a close bond between us who are still walking here upon the earth and those
many brothers and sisters who have already entered eternity.

Human beings have always cared for their dead and sought to give them a sort of
second life through attention, care and affection. In a way, we want to preserve
their experience of life; and, paradoxically, by looking at their graves, before which
countless memories return, we discover how they lived, what they loved, what
they feared, what they hoped for and what they hated. They are almost a mirror of
their world.

We fear in the face of death because, when we find ourselves approaching the end
of our lives, there is a perception that our actions will be judged, the way in which
we have lived our lives, above all, those moments of darkness which we often skill-
fully remove or try to remove from our conscience. [ would say that precisely the
question of judgment often underlies man of all time’s concern for the dead, the
attention paid to the people who were important to him and are no longer with
him on the journey through earthly life. In a certain sense the gestures of affection
and love which surround the deceased are a way to protect him in the conviction
that they will have an effect on the judgment. This we can gather from the majority
of cultures that characterize the history of man.

Today the world has become, at least in appearance, much more rational, or rather,
there is a more widespread tendency to think that every reality ought to be tackled
with the criteria of experimental science, and that the great questions about death
ought to be answered not so much with faith as with empirical, provable
knowledge. It is not sufficiently taken into account, however, that precisely in this
way one is doomed to fall into forms of spiritism, in an attempt to have some kind
of contact with the world beyond, almost imagining it to be a reality that, ultimate-
ly, is a copy of the present one.

Dear friends, the Solemnity of All Saints and the Commemoration of all the faithful
departed tells us that only those who can recognize a great hope in death, can live a
life based on hope. If we reduce man exclusively to his horizontal dimension, to
that which can be perceived empirically, life itself loses its profound meaning. Man
needs eternity for every other hope is too brief, too limited for him. Man can be
explained only if there is a Love which overcomes every isolation, even that of
death, in a totality which also transcends time and space. Man can be explained, he
finds his deepest meaning, only if there is God. And we know that God left his dis-
tance for us and made himself close. He entered into our life and tells us: “I am the
resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live,
and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die” (Jn 11:25-26).
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racical
solidarity

to be courageously pro-woman,
promoting a choice that truly protects,
accompanies, and supports
women and their children

In October, the Catholic Church in the United States cele-

brates Respect Life Month, and the first Sunday of October is desig-
nated as Respect Life Sunday. To support these annual observances,
the USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities provides materials to
help Catholics understand and value the gift of human life and help
build a culture that cherishes and protects it.

[Reprinted / Excerpted] with permission. Copyright © 2023, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops,

Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.
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MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK

Sunday, Oct. 29

8:00 AM +Bill Hughes

9:15 AM +Samuel, +Raul, +Clarisa Mejia
10:30 AM +Richard Trembeley

11:45 AM Daniel Ded Barros

1:15 PM +Benigno Portillo Maldonado
4:00 PM +William J. Kiernan— 1 month
5:30 PM +Bill Morrissey

Monday, Oct. 30

8:00 AM +Sergio, Sr. & Jr., +Romelia Norena
12:05 PM John David Feitelberg
4:45 PM +Sr. Norina

Tuesday, Oct. 31

8:00 AM +Francisco & +Belisario Lopez
12:05 PM +Paul F. Crovo
5:10 PM Souls in Purgatory

Wednesday, Nov. 1

8:00 AM Souls in Purgatory

11:00 AM +Clem Cheung

12:05 PM +Winston Manson-Hing

1:00 PM Agatha

4:00 PM Souls in Purgatory

5:10 PM Souls in Purgatory

6:30 PM Todas las almas familios Norena y
Mejia

Thursday, Nov. 2

8:00 AM Souls in Purgatory
12:05 PM Bryan Carvalho—birthday
4:45 PM Souls in Purgatory

Friday, Nov. 3

8:00 AM Norma Lorenzana—birthday
12:05 PM Antonio Ruiz & Mendoza-Perez
4:45 PM +Alberto Ramirez

Saturday, Nov. 4

9:00 AM +Robert LaCava—anniv.

12:00 PM +Ercilia Nunez & +Leoncio
Huaman

4:00 PM In honor of St. Charles Borromeo
5:30 PM +Euelia Lopera

My God, I offer you this holy sac-
rifice to proclaim, honor and glo-
rify your infinite greatness, and
in recognition of the supreme
dominion which, as the first
principle and last end, you have
above all created things. I give
you this homage for all those
who still do not know you or do
not want to recognize you.

[ offer this too in thanksgiving
for the benefits that I and all the
world have received and will re-
ceive from your infinite good-
ness; in satisfaction for my sins
and those of the whole world; to
implore the graces that are nec-
essary for my eternal salvation
and for all mankind. Oh, my God,
[ offer to you the merits of Jesus
Christ; grant me at this Holy
Mass a profound adoration of
him.

My God, my Creator, [ implore
you to grant me the grace of final
perseverance. [ know by faith
that I do not deserve it, nor can I
deserve it, but your Divine Son
deserves it for me with all his
virtues and with all the wounds
he shows you in his Most Holy
Body, on behalf of my wounded
love. Amen. 2



Say NO to Physician Assisted Suicide
in Massachusetts
LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD NOW!

The Massachusetts State Legislature is again considering passing into
law two deeply troubling bills this session which would legalize Phy-
sician Assisted Suicide. The bills, House 2246 and Senate 1331, are
identical in text and titled “An Act relative to end of life options”.

The Massachusetts State Legislature is again considering passing into
law two deeply troubling bills this session which would legalize Phy-
sician Assisted Suicide. The bills, House 2246 and Senate 1331, are
identical in text and titled “An Act relative to end of life options”.

“The Catholic Bishops of Massachusetts stand united in our strong op-
position to Physician Assisted Suicide. It is an affront to life and a dan-
gerous precedent for determining end of life issues. Physicians are
trained to care for the ill, not to hasten death.”

Here are some troubling facts to consider before you act:

1.) The bills would allow a physician to provide a deadly drug mix-
ture to an individual diagnosed with less than 6 months to live that,
when consumed, would cause death.

NOTE- The diagnosis could be wrong. Countless individuals have
outlived that 6-month diagnosis and enjoyed many more precious
months and years with family and friends.

2.) No Real Safeguards - A vulnerable individual who is physically
disabled, depressed, or fears being a “burden” may be subject to un-
due influence by others to take the drug mixture, especially if there is
a financial benefit as an incentive.

3.) The primary focus of elected officials should be dedicated to leg-
islation providing quality health care, mental health care and pallia-
tive care to the sick and dying - particularly in the underserved, poor
and minority communities that suffer the most at the time of need.

How can your voice be heard?

Call or email your legislators, let them know you are a Massachusetts
voter, and say NO to Physician Assisted Suicide! Log on

to www.macatholic.org and follow the links to find contact information
for:

e Members of the legislative Joint Committee on Public Health who
will be considering these bills.

[ ]

e Your individual State Senator and Representative via address and
zip code link.

For individuals without internet access, please call the Massa-
chusetts Catholic Conference at 617-746-5630 for legislative
contact information.

Prayer For Renewed Strength

O Lord, my God, Please give me the grace to maintain my hope in you
through all of life’s changes and to taste and see your goodness. |
praise you for the gifts you have showered on me for so many years.
Help me find joy in a renewed strength of spirit. Please bless me with
good health, and inspire me to be a good example to others. For you
are Lord, forever and ever. Amen.

A Blessing Prayer for Those Who Are Sick

All praise and glory is yours, Lord our God, for you have called us to
serve you in love. Bless N., so that he/she may bear this illness in un-
ion with your Son's obedient suffering. Restore him/her to health,
and lead him/her to glory. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Excerpts from the English translation of Pastoral Care of the Sick: Rites of Anointing
and Viaticum © 1982, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All
rights reserved.
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