
ENCOUNTER THE HEART OF CHRIST IN THE HEART OF BOSTON

NOVEMBER 12, 2023
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• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
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This Sunday, the Gospel (cf. Mt 25:1-13) indicates the condition that would allow 
us to enter the Kingdom of Heaven, and it does so with the parable of the 10 vir-
gins: it is about those maiden brides who were designated to welcome and accom-
pany the bridegroom to the wedding ceremony and, since at that time it was cus-
tomary to celebrate the ceremony at night, the maiden brides were provided with 
lamps. The parable states that ive of these maidens are wise and ive are foolish: 
indeed, the wise ones have brought oil for their lamps, while the foolish have 
brought none. The bridegroom’s arrival is delayed and they all fall asleep. At mid-
night the bridegroom’s arrival is announced; at that moment the foolish maidens 
realize they have no oil for their lamps, and they ask the wise ones for some. But 
the latter reply that they cannot give them any because there would not be enough 
for everyone. Thus, while the foolish maidens go in search of oil, the bridegroom 
arrives; the wise maidens go in with him to the marriage feast and the door is shut. 
The ive foolish maidens return too late; they knock on the door, but the response 
is “I do not know you” (v. 12), and they remain outside.

What does Jesus wish to teach us with this parable? He reminds us that we must be 
ready for the encounter with him. Many times, in the Gospel, Jesus exhorts keeping 
watch, and he also does so at the end of this narrative. He says: “Watch therefore, 
for you know neither the day nor the hour” (v. 13). But with this parable he tells us 
that keeping watch does not only mean not to sleep, but to be ready; in fact all the 
maidens are asleep before the bridegroom’s arrival, but upon waking some are 
ready and others are not. Thus, here is the meaning of being wise and prudent: it is 
a matter of not waiting until the last minute of our lives to cooperate with the grace 
of God, but rather to do so as of now. It would be good to consider for a moment: 
one day will be the last. If it were today, how prepared am I? But I must do this and 
that.... Be ready as if it were the last day: this does us good.

The lamp is a symbol of the faith that illuminates our life, while the oil is a symbol 
of the charity that nourishes the light of faith, making it fruitful and credible. The 
condition for being prepared for the encounter with the Lord is not only faith, but a 
Christian life abundant with love and charity for our neighbour. If we allow our-
selves to be guided by what seems more comfortable, by seeking our own inter-
ests, then our life becomes barren, incapable of giving life to others, and we accu-
mulate no reserve of oil for the lamp of our faith; and this — faith — will be extin-
guished at the moment of the Lord’s coming, or even before. If instead we are 
watchful and seek to do good, with acts of love, of sharing, of service to a neighbour 
in dif iculty, then we can be at peace while we wait for the bridegroom to come: the 
Lord can come at any moment, and even the slumber of death does not frighten us, 
because we have a reserve of oil, accumulated through everyday good works. Faith 
inspires charity and charity safeguards faith.

May the Virgin Mary help our faith to be ever more effective through charity; so 
that our lamp may already shine here, on the earthly journey and then for ever, at 
the marriage feast in heaven.

SSchedulee 

Sunday Masses:  
Saturday Vigil 4:00PM, 
5:30 PM, (en español)

Sun. 8 AM, 9:15AM, 10:30AM, 11:45AM, 
1:15 PM (en español), 4:00PM, 5:30PM

Weekday Masses:  
Mon.—Fri. 8:00AM, 12:05PM, 4:45PM

Saturday 9:00AM, 12PM   

Confessions:  
Mon.—Fri. 8:30 -11:50AM, 12:30-4:40PM

Saturday 9:30 - 11:45 AM, 12:30-3:30PM

Devo ons:  
Tuesday a er Mass: Our Lady

Wednesday a er Mass: St. Joseph
Thursday a er Mass: St. Jude

Exposi on of the Blessed Sacrament:  
Mon.—Fri. 8:30-11:50AM, 12:30-4:30PM; 

Sat. 9:30-11:30AM, 12:30-3:30PM; 
Sunday 2:30-3:30PM

Gi  Shop Hours:  
Monday—Friday 10:00AM - 4:30PM*;  

Saturday 9:30AM - 6:00PM*; 
Sunday 8:45AM - 6:00PM*  

(*Closed during Masses)

 
Contactt Uss 

St. Francis Chapel
800 Boylston St., Boston MA 02199

617-437-7117
s rancis@omvusa.org

omvusa/st-francis-chapel.org

s rancischapelSFChapel

CHAPEL STAFF: 

Fr. Isaac Abu, OMV
Fr. Victor Nwabueze, OMV
Fr. Michael Warren, OMV
Fr. John Wykes, OMV

Sundays:
Fr. James Walther, OMV
Fr. Sean Morris, OMV

Music: Saul Garcia, Cesar Gar-
cia, 

Cleaning of Chapel 
Environment: Nubia Viasus

The Pope’s Prayer Intention 
for November:

We pray for the Holy Father; as he 
fulfills his mission, may he con nue 
to accompany the flock entrusted to 
him, with the help of the Holy Spirit. 

Re lection by Pope Francis
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Cover Art:
The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins. Pain ng. William John 
Wainwright. Na onal Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.
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Sunday, Nov. 12
8:00 AM George’s Family
9:15 AM +William Jones, Jr. 
10:30 AM +William Turbert & 
+Anastasia Rodia
11:45 AM Marie Roy—health
1:15 PM +Pablo Lyons
4:00 PM Mary Anne Goldberg
5:30 PM +Emily Ann Hallow Eknolan

Monday, Nov. 13
8:00 AM +Susan Burke
12:05 PM Gladys Vasquez & JoAnn Scop-
pettuollo
4:45 PM +Richard Frain

Tuesday, Nov. 14
8:00 AM +Thomas F. Joyce, Jr.
12:05 PM Catherine August
4:45 PM +William O’Brien

Wednesday, Nov. 15
8:00 AM +Juan Madariaga
12:05 PM +William H. Jones, Jr.
4:45 PM +Jerome Stevenson

Thursday, Nov. 16
8:00 AM +Martha Attanasio
12:05 PM +Francisco Uribe
4:45 PM Louis Munoz

Friday, Nov. 17
8:00 AM +Begnino Portillo Maldonaldo
12:05 PM +Louis H. Milkey
4:45 PM In honor of St. Raphael

Saturday, Nov. 18
9:00 AM Souls in Purgatory
12:00 PM +Elizabeth MaCleod-2nd anniv
4:00 PM Souls in Purgatory
5:30 PM Sr. Maria Ruth

My God, I offer you this holy sac-
ri ice to proclaim, honor and glo-
rify your in inite greatness, and 
in recognition of the supreme 
dominion which, as the irst 
principle and last end, you have 
above all created things. I give 
you this homage for all those 
who still do not know you or do 
not want to recognize you.

I offer this too in thanksgiving 
for the bene its that I and all the 
world have received and will re-
ceive from your in inite good-
ness; in satisfaction for my sins 
and those of the whole world; to 
implore the graces that are nec-
essary for my eternal salvation 
and for all mankind. Oh, my God, 
I offer to you the merits of Jesus 
Christ; grant me at this Holy 
Mass a profound adoration of 
him.

My God, my Creator, I implore 
you to grant me the grace of inal 
perseverance. I know by faith 
that I do not deserve it, nor can I 
deserve it, but your Divine Son 
deserves it for me with all his 
virtues and with all the wounds 
he shows you in his Most Holy 
Body, on behalf of  my wounded 
love. Amen.

Prayer Before Mass

by Ven. Bruno Lanteri

25

Go Deeper!

ENCOUNTER THE REALITY OF OUR EUCHARISTIC LORD
The Revival is a grassroots movement of Catholics, each responding 
to the gift of the Eucharist in their own way. This page is home to 
free educational and inspirational content to help you learn more 
about the reality of Jesus in the Eucharist and fall more deeply in love 
with him. 
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An Intercessory Prayer of the Church Militant 
for the Church Suffering in Purgatory. 
 

Ye souls of the faithful! who sleep in the Lord; 
But as yet are shut out, from your inal reward! 
Oh! would I could lend you, assistance to ly; 
From your prison below, to your palace on high. 
 
O Father of mercies! Thine anger withhold; 
These works of Thy hand in Thy mercy behold; 
Too oft from Thy path, they have wandered aside: 
But Thee, their Creator, they never denied. 
 
O tender Redeemer! Their misery see; 
Deliver the souls that were ransomed by Thee; 
Behold how they love Thee, despite of their pain: 
Restore them, restore them to favour again. 
 
O Spirit of grace! O Consoler divine! 
See how for Thy presence they longingly pine; 
Ah, then, to enliven their sadness, descend; 
And ill them with peace, and with joy in the end. 
 
O Mother of mercy! Dear soother in grief! 
Lend thou to their torments a balmy relief; 
Temper the rigour of justice severe; 
And soften their lames with a pitying tear. 
 
All ye who would honour the Saints and their Head, 
Remember, remember, to pray for the dead; 
And they, in return, from their misery freed, 
To you will be friends in the hour of need. Amen. 

November is the Month Dedicated to the  
Holy Souls in Purgatory 

 
 
 
Prayer for the Poor Souls 
My God! I recommend to 
Thee the souls of my rela-
tions, my benefactors, my 
friends, and my enemies, and 
of those who are in purgato-
ry on my account. I recom-
mend to Thee the souls of 
evangelical laborers, of Reli-
gious and priests, and espe-
cially of those who had 
charge of my soul. I recom-
mend to Thee the souls of 
those who were most devout 
to the passion of Our Lord, 
to the Blessed Sacrament, to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
and to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the souls who are 
most abandoned, those who 
suffer most, and those who 
are nearest to the entrance 
into paradise. 
 
Eternal rest give to them, O Lord; and let perpetual light shine upon 
them. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace. And may the divine assistance always 
remain with us and bring us to life everlasting. Amen. 
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