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SSchedulee 

Sunday Masses:  
Saturday Vigil 4:00PM, 
5:30 PM, (en español)

Sun. 8 AM, 9:15AM, 10:30AM, 11:45AM, 
1:15 PM (en español), 4:00PM, 5:30PM

Weekday Masses:  
Mon.—Fri. 8:00AM, 12:05PM, 4:45PM

Saturday 9:00AM, 12PM   

Confessions:  
Mon.—Fri. 8:30 -11:50AM, 12:30-4:40PM

Saturday 9:30 - 11:45 AM, 12:30-3:30PM

Devo ons:  
Tuesday a er Mass: Our Lady

Wednesday a er Mass: St. Joseph
Thursday a er Mass: St. Jude

Exposi on of the Blessed Sacrament:  
Mon.—Fri. 8:30-11:50AM, 12:30-4:30PM; 

Sat. 9:30-11:30AM, 12:30-3:30PM; 
Sunday 2:30-3:30PM

Gi  Shop Hours:  
Monday—Friday 10:00AM - 4:30PM*;  

Saturday 9:30AM - 6:00PM*; 
Sunday 8:45AM - 6:00PM*  

(*Closed during Masses)

 
Contactt Uss 

St. Francis Chapel
800 Boylston St., Boston MA 02199

617-437-7117
s rancis@omvusa.org

omvusa/st-francis-chapel.org

s rancischapelSFChapel

CHAPEL STAFF: 

Fr. Isaac Abu, OMV
Fr. Victor Nwabueze, OMV
Fr. Michael Warren, OMV
Fr. John Wykes, OMV

Sundays:
Fr. James Walther, OMV
Fr. Sean Morris, OMV

Music: Saul Garcia, Cesar Gar-
cia, Stacey Ngozi, Celine Wynn

Cleaning of Chapel 
Environment: Nubia Viasus

The Pope’s Prayer Intention 
for February
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Cover Art:
Jesus Heals a Leper. Public Domain.

the Beloved” (Mk 1:11), and “You shall have no other gods before me” (Ex 20:3) is 
opposed by the enemy and his lies. Even more to be feared than Pharaoh are the 
idols that we set up for ourselves; we can consider them as his voice speaking 
within us. To be all-powerful, to be looked up to by all, to domineer over others: 
every human being is aware of how deeply seductive that lie can be. It is a road 
well-travelled. We can become attached to money, to certain projects, ideas or 
goals, to our position, to a tradition, even to certain individuals. Instead of making 
us move forward, they paralyze us. Instead of encounter, they create con lict. Yet 
there is also a new humanity, a people of the little ones and of the humble who 
have not yielded to the allure of the lie. Whereas those who serve idols become like 
them, mute, blind, deaf and immobile (cf. Ps 114:4), the poor of spirit are open and 
ready: a silent force of good that heals and sustains the world.

It is time to act, and in Lent, to act also means to pause. To pause in prayer, in order 
to receive the word of God, to pause like the Samaritan in the presence of a wound-
ed brother or sister. Love of God and love of neighbour are one love. Not to have 
other gods is to pause in the presence of God beside the lesh of our neighbour. For 
this reason, prayer, almsgiving and fasting are not three unrelated acts, but a single 
movement of openness and self-emptying, in which we cast out the idols that 
weigh us down, the attachments that imprison us. Then the atrophied and isolated 
heart will revive. Slow down, then, and pause! The contemplative dimension of life 
that Lent helps us to rediscover will release new energies. In the presence of God, 
we become brothers and sisters, more sensitive to one another: in place of threats 
and enemies, we discover companions and fellow travelers. This is God’s dream, 
the promised land to which we journey once we have left our slavery behind.
The Church’s synodal form, which in these years we are rediscovering and cultivat-
ing, suggests that Lent is also a time of communitarian decisions, of decisions, small 
and large, that are countercurrent. Decisions capable of altering the daily lives of 
individuals and entire neighbourhoods, such as the ways we acquire goods, care 
for creation, and strive to include those who go unseen or are looked down upon. I 
invite every Christian community to do just this: to offer its members moments set 
aside to rethink their lifestyles, times to examine their presence in society and the 
contribution they make to its betterment. Woe to us if our Christian penance were 
to resemble the kind of penance that so dismayed Jesus. To us too, he says: “Whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they dis igure their 
faces so as to show others that they are fasting” (Mt 6:16). Instead, let others see 
joyful faces, catch the scent of freedom and experience the love that makes all 
things new, beginning with the smallest and those nearest to us. This can happen 
in every one of our Christian communities.

To the extent that this Lent becomes a time of conversion, an anxious humanity 
will notice a burst of creativity, a lash of new hope. Allow me to repeat what I told 
the young people whom I met in Lisbon last summer: “Keep seeking and be ready 
to take risks. At this moment in time, we face enormous risks; we hear the painful 
plea of so many people. Indeed, we are experiencing a third world war fought 
piecemeal. Yet let us ind the courage to see our world, not as being in its death 
throes but in a process of giving birth, not at the end but at the beginning of a 
great new chapter of history. We need courage to think like this.” 6
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Sunday, Feb. 11 
8:00 AM Jim Carr—healing 
9:15 AM +Celia Ridge 
10:30 AM Marie Roy 
11:45 AM +Jane Jennifer Connolly Babiec 
1:15 PM +Hector Salazar 
4:00 PM Souls in Purgatory 
5:30 PM Souls in Purgatory 
 
Monday, Feb. 12 
8:00 AM +Antonio H. Ozaeta—birth anniv. 
12:05 PM Truman Barnes 
4:45 PM +Allison Marie Karl 
 
 Tuesday, Feb. 13 
8:00 AM +Maureen Hunker—anniv. 
12:05 PM Truman Barnes 
4:45 PM +Shari Rocca 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 14 
8:00 AM +Mary Stevenson 
11:00 AM +John Curran 
12:05 PM Paul Gaudiano 
1:00 PM Angela Tobon 
4:00 PM Christopher Bush—birthday 
5:10 PM +Mary Ann Trozzi 
7:00 PM Special Intention 
 
Thursday, Feb. 15 
8:00 AM In honor of St. Raphael 
12:05 PM +Ligia Castano 
4:45 PM +Maria & +Danny Cortes 
  
Friday, Feb. 16 
8:00 AM In honor of St. Raphael 
12:05 PM +Joseph Walsh 
4:45 PM James & Dymphna Kane 
 
Saturday, Feb. 17 
9:00 AM Patsi Langenberg—intntions 
12:00 PM +Raul, +Samuel & Clarisa Mejia 
4:00 PM Ruo Chen—blessings 
5:30 PM +Jacob Erazo 

My God, I offer you this holy sac-
ri ice to proclaim, honor and glo-
rify your in inite greatness, and 
in recognition of the supreme 
dominion which, as the irst 
principle and last end, you have 
above all created things. I give 
you this homage for all those 
who still do not know you or do 
not want to recognize you. 
 
I offer this too in thanksgiving 
for the bene its that I and all the 
world have received and will re-
ceive from your in inite good-
ness; in satisfaction for my sins 
and those of the whole world; to 
implore the graces that are nec-
essary for my eternal salvation 
and for all mankind. Oh, my God, 
I offer to you the merits of Jesus 
Christ; grant me at this Holy 
Mass a profound adoration of 
him. 
 
My God, my Creator, I implore 
you to grant me the grace of inal 
perseverance. I know by faith 
that I do not deserve it, nor can I 
deserve it, but your Divine Son 
deserves it for me with all his 
virtues and with all the wounds 
he shows you in his Most Holy 
Body, on behalf of  my wounded 
love. Amen. 

Prayer Before Mass 
 
 
 
 
 
by Ven. Bruno Lanteri 
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Message for Lent by Pope Francis 
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Dear brothers and sisters! 
 
When our God reveals himself, his message is always one of freedom: “I am the 
Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slav-
ery” (Ex 20:2). These are the irst words of the Decalogue given to Moses on Mount 
Sinai. Those who heard them were quite familiar with the exodus of which God 
spoke: the experience of their bondage still weighed heavily upon them. In the de-
sert, they received the “Ten Words” as a thoroughfare to freedom. We call them “commandments”, in order to emphasize the strength of the love by which God 
shapes his people. The call to freedom is a demanding one. It is not answered 
straightaway; it has to mature as part of a journey. Just as Israel in the desert still 
clung to Egypt – often longing for the past and grumbling against the Lord and Mo-
ses – today too, God’s people can cling to an oppressive bondage that it is called to 
leave behind. We realize how true this is at those moments when we feel hopeless, 
wandering through life like a desert and lacking a promised land as our destina-
tion. Lent is the season of grace in which the desert can become once more – in the 
words of the prophet Hosea – the place of our irst love (cf. Hos 2:16-17). God 
shapes his people, he enables us to leave our slavery behind and experience a Passo-
ver from death to life. Like a bridegroom, the Lord draws us once more to himself, 
whispering words of love to our hearts. 
 
The exodus from slavery to freedom is no abstract journey. If our celebration of 
Lent is to be concrete, the irst step is to desire to open our eyes to reality. When the 
Lord calls out to Moses from the burning bush, he immediately shows that he is a 
God who sees and, above all, hears: “I have observed the misery of my people who 
are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed I know 
their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to 
bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land lowing with milk 
and honey” (Ex 3:7-8). Today too, the cry of so many of our oppressed brothers 
and sisters rises to heaven. Let us ask ourselves: Do we hear that cry? Does it trou-
ble us? Does it move us? All too many things keep us apart from each other, deny-
ing the fraternity that, from the beginning, binds us to one another. 
 
God has not grown weary of us. Let us welcome Lent as the great season in which 
he reminds us: “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery” (Ex 20:2). Lent is a season of conversion, a time of free-
dom. Jesus himself, as we recall each year on the irst Sunday of Lent, was driven 
into the desert by the Spirit in order to be tempted in freedom. For forty days, he 
will stand before us and with us: the incarnate Son. Unlike Pharaoh, God does not 
want subjects, but sons and daughters. The desert is the place where our freedom 
can mature in a personal decision not to fall back into slavery. In Lent, we ind new 
criteria of justice and a community with which we can press forward on a road not 
yet taken. 
 
This, however, entails a struggle, as the book of Exodus and the temptations of Je-
sus in the desert make clear to us. The voice of God, who says, “You are my Son, 
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Project Rachel Post-Abortion Healing Retreats (March 23, May 11) 

 
Are you – or someone you know – seeking peace after an abortion?  
The Project Rachel ministry of the Archdiocese of Boston extends a 
special invitation to women experiencing regret from a past abortion 
to attend a Come to the Waters of Healing one-day retreat. Spring 
dates are Saturday, March 23 and Saturday, May 11. Locations are 
con idential. For more information on the retreats or other services, 
contact Project Rachel at 508.651.3100 or  
 
 
help@projectrachelboston.com.  
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